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SUBJECT: UNACCOMPANIED AND UNRELATED INDOCHINESE CHILDREN 

REF: A. STATE 183086; B. CAMP PENDLETON MSG. 140145Z 
AUG. 75 

FOR SENIOR CIVIL COORDIATORS 

1. CALIFORNIA COURT CASE CONCERNING CERTAIN VIETNAMESE 
CHILDREN BROUGHT IN BY OPERATION BABYLIFT, IN WHICH THE 
JUDGE ON JUNE 30 ORDERED. INTER ALIA, THAT INS SUBMIT PLANS 
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LIVING GUARDIANS OF CHILDREN WHOSE ORPHAN, RELEASE OR 
ABANDONMENT STATUS IS IN QUESTION, AND FOR REPATRIATION OF 
THOSE CHILDREN ILLEGALLY IN THE U.S. WHOSE PARENTS HAVE 
BEEN LOCATED, HAS IMPLICATIONS FOR UNACCOMPANIED AND 
UNRELATED CHILDREN IN CAMPS. A PLAN FOR INVESTIGATIONS 
WAS SUBMITTED. ALSO, AT THE REQUEST OF INS, AN EFFORT WILL 
BE MADE TO ARRANGE, THROUGH THE UNITED NATIONS HIGH 
COMMISSIONER FOR REFUGEES OR THROUGH THE ICRC OR OTHER 
APPROPRIATE CHANNEL FOR INVESTIGATION IN VIET-NAM TO 
ASCERTAIN IF THERE IS PERSUASIVE EVIDENCE THAT THESE 
CHILDREN HAVE CLOSE RELATIVES WHO DID NOT ABANDON THEM AND 
WHO PRESENTLY INTEND TO CARE FOR THEM. 

2. REFTEL (A) INSTRUCTION IS SUFFICIENT TO ENSURE THE 
PROTECTION OF RIGHTS OF UNACCOMPANIED CHILDREN, WHILE 
THEY ARE IN THE U.S. THIS MESSAGE PROVIDES GUIDANCE IN 
CASE COURT ACTION IS THREATENED OR INSTITUTED TO REQUIRE 
THE REPATRIATION OF SUCH CHILDREN, AS NOW SEEMS TO BE 
THE CASE AT PENDLETON (REF B ). 

3. THE JUSTICE DEPARTMENT WOULD DEFEND THE GOVERNMENT 
IN ANY SUCH ACTIONS. SENIOR CIVIL COORDINATORS SHOULD 
NOTIFY IATF AS EARLY AS POSSIBLE OF IMPENDING COURT SUITS. 

4. OUR BASIC POSITION IS AS FOLLOWS: 

IT IS KNOWN THAT MANY VIETNAMESE PARENTS SENT THEIR 
CHILDREN OUT WITH RELATIVES, FRIENDS OR EVEN STRANGERS, 
BECAUSE THEY DID NOT WANT THE CHILDREN TO LIVE UNDER A 
COMMUNIST REGIME. 

SOME OF THE PARENTS MAY STILL FEEL THAT WAY, WHILE 
OTHERS MAY HAVE CHANGED THEIR MINDS. 

THE WISHES OF THE PARENTS AND THE RIGHTS OF THE 
CHILDREN MUST BOTH BE RESPECTED. WHATEVER ACTION THE 
UNITED STATES TAKES SHOULD BE AIMED AT ENABLING THOSE 
PARENTS WHO SINCERELY WISH THE REPATRIATION OF THEIR 
CHILDREN TO COMMUNICATE THEIR WISHES, WHILE PROTECTING 
FROM PRESSURES THOSE PARENTS WHO DO NOT WANT THEIR 
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CHILDREN TO RETURN TO VIET-NAM, AND PROTECTING THE 
CHILDREN THEMSELVES. 

THE UNHCR, WHICH HAS ASSUMED RESPONSIBILITY FOR 
VOLUNTARY REPATRIATION AT THE REQUEST OF BOTH THE 
VIETNAMESE AUTHORITIES AND THE U.S. IS THE PROPER AGENCY 
TO DEAL WITH THIS MATTER. AT PRESENT IT HAS NO OFFICE 
WITHIN VIET-NAM AND NO MEANS OF ASCERTAINING THE WISHES 
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OF THE PARENTS. 

WE HAVE SUGGESTED TO THE UNHCR THAT, AT SUCH TIME AS 
IT CAN OPEN AN OFFICE IN SAIGON, IT ARRANGE WITH THE 
PRG FOR A PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT INVITING PARENTS WHO 
WISH THEIR CHILDREN RETURNED TO COME FORWARD AND REGISTER. 
THE ARRANGEMENT SHOULD BE SUCH THAT PARENTS WHO DO NOT 
WISH THEIR CHILDREN REPATRIATED ARE NOT EXPOSED AND ARE 
PROTECTED FROM PRESSURE, AND THAT CHILDREN ARE NOT 
REPATRIATED WITHOUT THE FREELY EXPRESSED CONSENT OF THE 
PARENTS. THE UNHCR IS FULLY IN ACCORD WITH THIS VIEW. 

- THEREFORE, THE U.S. CAN NOT AGREE TO ANY REPATRIATION 
OF UNACCOMPANIED OR UNRELATED CHILDREN UNTIL SUCH TIME AS 
THE TRUE WISHES OF THEIR PARENTS CAN BE ASCERTAINED AND 
EVALUATED, ALONG WITH OTHER CONSIDERATIONS AFFECTING THE 
WELFARE OF THE CHILDREN. SISCO 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: REFUGEE RESETTLEMENT, CHILDREN 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 15 AUG 1975 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: CunninFX 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975STATE1 94248 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: LAWIESNER:ND 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D750283-0534 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t19750847/aaaabplq.tel 

Line Count: 132 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ORIGIN ORM 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 

Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Reference: 75 STATE 183086 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 

Review Authority: CunninFX 

Review Comment: n/a 

Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 23 JUN 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <23 JUN 2003 by CunninFX>; APPROVED <07 NOV 2003 by CunninFX> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
06 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: UNACCOMPANIED AND UNRELATED INDOCHINESE CHILDREN 

TAGS: SREF, XC, VS, US 

To: CINCPACREP GUAM/TTPI MULTIPLE 

Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



